fury. Every now and
then, a new lost soldier
is discovered in this
field and rightfully
returned to finally
give closure to the
grieving loved ones
who survived to see
this day. Bur not before
the deminers prove the
•llllt:A::n~d~y:..a...;n~
d iCso:..m
_
e._o~
f :t£e:...a_m_.;_....:;...__ _.... ground and forests safe
BSSWl overlooking
to once again tread-meter by meter, year
Bihac towards Croatia. by year, mine by mine.

Demining in the Fields of
Bosnia
The demining is very slow work; on
average, the team only clears about 100
meters a day. This is the safest obtainable
speed in Cekrilje due to the rugged terrain and obstacles, without the use mine
flails to help ease the process. The years
of fighting show in the reclamation of rhe
battleground by the forest and vegetation,
which sensitize the mines-for example,
putting extra weight on a tripwire or concealing a mine in a maze of twisted grass
and roots. The tough terrain translates
into very slow work for the deminers, who
must sometimes burn the grass to prepare
this ground before work can start. Every
now and chen a mine or item ofUXO is
discovered, a nd then is cautiously
destroyed without touching it. With
a steady hand, its evil black heart is
removed, no longer able to cause sorrow
to a child or farmer. Generations will live
because of this minute.
After 20-minute shifts, the deminers
switch around in twos and return to an
area to relax, eat, drink and converse
umil their time is upon them to once
again court death for all of us and ensure
a safer world unnoticed and unappreciated
by the many who simply know nothing
of their hardships amidst their high-rise
jobs in America. As the clock on a minefree world ticks, the needle-like prodders
probe the ground at 30-degree angles at
two-em intervals, ever so systematically,
ever so cautiously, with love, dedication
and the ever so carefUlly calculated pressure.
Each rime the prodder goes into the
ground, the deminer risks his life. One
push too hard-mistaking a mine for a

rock-and it's all over. Those are the cold
facts; rhey are unavoidable, bur the troops
have been trained by the best and they
are confident yet never lose respect for the
mines and the destruction they can cause.

Hardships for the Deminers
The deminers of B5SW1 have seen
war up close. Despite the dangers of
demining, I was once told by a deminer
with three children and a wife that he has
no other choice but to do this work
because of the economic hardships of
Bosnia. "I will do this because of the
war. A soldier was how I grew up. I never
knew college; I knew only the rifle and
the blood-soaked mud-the war. I
wouldn't leave my town; I have made my
life here. Now it's the only good money
around. I have kids to feed. But if I ever
lose respect for what I do, I shall quit that
very day! This is no place for cowboys! We
have a job to do and we must do it right!"
The team continues on day after day,
mine after mine. D espite the heat, problems
with getting proper kit and medical supplies,
and even not getting paid their monthly
wages on time, the deminers cominue to
work. Once, the deminers had to wait
three months to receive their 700
Deutsche Marks per month pay. Another
time, they knew they did not have enough
IVs or morphine to treat the injured
deminers. Despite these obstacles, the
demining team cominues their tedious
task &om March until November, working
together. Sometimes you can hear them sing
the san1e old Bosnian songs that were sung
in the trenches just in front of them on
lonely cold nights or in the rain amid the
savagery as they work on. During the
winter months, the team gets a break and
completes a training course cycle, rests
and recuperates. While they rest, the
mines continue to claim their victims
going about such everyday duties as a
search for water or food, or a trip home
from an uncle's house on a forest path.
Sometimes they are rescued in time,
sometimes no one knows until they are
found. Sometimes they are children,
sometimes old men or teachers. The
mines wait on the same old confrontation
lines in the snow-filled mountainsides and
fields and rivers with the ghosts who guard
the former battlefields. They don't need
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rest, warmth or food. They are the perfect
soldiers and they are very much at home.

Conclusion
The most important part of preventing
landmine casualties is education. The North
Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO)
goes through great lengths in educating
people to adopt behavior in order to avoid
minefields and the unnecessary dangers
char mines cause, as well as pass this
knowledge on to others. Bur still people
do not listen. Even with the knowledge
of minefields now available, we still hear
stories about someone who just wouldn't
listen. As if the signs are not plain enough
to see, people still risk their lives for that
jug of water. One good indication is that
since the war, the word is getting out in a
big way; children are more aware and as
long as the news is spread about the
dangers of mines, I am confident generations will live now. Take a minute and think
to yoursel£ When you are alone, when you
feel the warm breeze on your back in your
careless day with not much else to do,
remember that every 30 minutes a mine
has just claimed another victim. Think
about what you personally have done to
help your world today. Think of how you
can help. Think outside the protective
bubble about people who don't have the
luxury or safety you enjoy so well and
think for a minute of the people who are
risking and giving their lives like gifts today
for your tomorrow. 1

In order for members of the Mine Action Support Group (MASG) to
fully understand mine action programs and to study the implementation
of mine action at the national level, several MASG representatives
visited and met with government and UN representatives in Slovenia,
Croatia, and Bosnia and Herzegovina. This article describes the
discoveries and conclusions they made on their trip.

by Lt Col Klaus-Peter
Koschny, German Permanent
Mission to the United Nations
Introduction
To allow representatives of MASG to
see mine action programs in the respective
countries and to study the implementation
of mine action at the national level, the
representatives visited Slovenia, Croatia,
and Bosnia and Herzegovina from May
18 to May 22, 2003. Meetings were held
w ith relevant government representatives
o f Croatia, Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Slovenia, and Albania as well as with UN
representatives accredited in these states.

The field mission started in Slovenia,
with a reception hosted by Srate Secretary
of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Mr.
Samuel}bogar. The delegation, consisting
of a representative of the United Nations
Development Program (UNDP) and a
representative of United Nations Mine
Action Service (UNMAS) as well as
delegates from seve n member states
(Austria, Canada, Germany, Finland,
Japan, Slovenia and Switzerland), was led
by Ambassador Harald Braun, chairman
ofMASG.
The participants were interested in
learning about problems ofimplementation,
so that they can offer solutions supported
by the international community. The

Note: Pete Hindy is currently an unemployed
technical advisor and can be contacted at his email
address (see below).

The Albanian Mine Action
Program
A survey, carried out in 1999, illustrates
the mine threat in Albania. In northeastern
Albania, a 120-km border has 102 areas
contaminated with ami-personnel mines
and anti-tank mines from the Former
Republic of Yugoslavia, as well as
unexploded North Atlantic Treaty
Organization (NATO) ordnance, covering an area totaling some 15.25 km 2, with
no available records. The defining efforts
of the international community and those
of the Albanian Mine Action Centre
(AMAC) have not only reduced the
contaminated areas by half, but have
also led to substantial progress in the area
of mine risk education (MRE) and victim
assistance. The strategic objective, to free
Albania from the effect of mines and UXO
by 2005, seems realistic, although not
easy to achieve. Nevertheless, a shortfall
of$0.58 million (U.S.) for the demining
program in Albania for this year was
noted. For the next two years, $3.9 million
per year will be needed to reach the goal of
a mine-free country.

ITF

*All pictures courtesy ofPeter Hindy.

Contact Information
Peter Hindy
Former Canadian Soldier
5 Korpusa
ARBIH
B5SW1-2
Cekrilje, Pritoka Minefields
Bihac, Bosnia
E-mail: phindy@webhart.net

International Trust Fund (ITF) in Ig, near
the capital Ljubljana, was the first host.
On May 19, the group was briefed on
the mine situation in Albania and later
on the work of the ITF.

I The participants, from left to right: Mohammad You nus (UNDP), Tadej Furlan (Slovenia), Cory

Anderson (Canada), Sebastian Kasack (UNMAS). Dr.Janine Voigt (Switzerland), Lt Col KlausPeter Koschny (Germany). Ambassador Dr. Harald Braun (Germany). Mr.Jernej Cimperseck
(ITF),Jaakko Lehtovirta (Finland), LtCol Detlef Schroeder (Germany) and Yukito Okada (Japan).
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The ITF is headquartered in
Slovenia, the only mine-free country in
the Balkans. ITF activities are focused on
the other Balkan states and are about to
be extended to mine-affected states such
as Azerbaijan, Armenia and Georgia. Its
activities comprise demining, mine victim
assistance, support for deminin g
structures and training. Further, a
Geographical Information System for
Demining in Southeast Europe will be
developed under the ITF's auspices.
During the five years of its existence, the
ITF has raised a total of $111.2 million.
Eighry percent of these funds were used
for demining, with roughly half of this

amount going w Bosnia
Herzegovina. Anod1er key elemem of rhe
ITF's work is connecting me Balkan region
with rhe South Eastern Mine Action
Coordination Centre (SEEMACC). All
stares in me region-Albania, Bosnia and
Herzegovina, Croatia, Serbia and
Montenegro, and Azerbaijan-are members.
Resulrs to date are me acknowledgement of
resting procedures and final accreditation of
mechanical mine-clearing equipment,
regional sharing of resources by pooling
of equipment, intense exchange of
information, and the establishment of the
Regional Centre for Underwater Demining
in Bijela, Montenegro and the Mine
Detection Dog Centre in Konjic, Bosnia
and Herzegovina.
From Ljubljana, the group headed
to Croatia to meet in Zagreb with Prof.
Dijana Plearina, Special Advisor for Mine
Action to the Minister of Foreign Affairs.
She presented an overview of the situation
in Croatia and described her engagement
and her role in the field of mine action.
Victim assistance and MRE in particular
were intensively discussed.
On rhe morning of May 20, rhe
delegation was briefed by Mr. Cornelius
Klein and Mr. Harald Wie, UNDP
Zagreb. The transition to full national
ownership is well under way, with some
work left to be done. The main points
were rhar the national standards for mine
action, based on International Mine
Action Standards (IMAS), will be ready
this year. The Geneva International Centre
for Humanitarian Demining (GICHD)
evaluated the Country Mine Action Plan
and made some recommendations.

I

Demining in Karlovac.

Later, the group heard a briefing by
Ms. Romana Flahutin, responsible for
planning in the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs. She gave a broad overview not

only of mine action policy bur also of moderate to high priority. As a result, the
Croatian foreign policy and the main Croatian Parliament passed the National
points for the future.
Mine Action Program in 2000, in which
In the afternoon, the group wenc to CROMAC was the key player. The
Sisak to visir Croatian Mine Action strategic objective was to have the
Centre (CROMAC) headquarters and Croatian territory demined by 2010. Since
to be briefed by its director, Oro 1995, me Republic of Croatia has funded
Jungwirth, and his staff on the center's 80 percent of the total' amount spent on
activities and achievements. It was stated mine action and has placed an emphasis
that 80 percent of the mine action budget on tackling the problem.
comes from the state budget. This shows
the full responsibility the r ~.
Croatian government has
assumed for irs mine problem.
On the other hand, with the ._...,__,.,...,.....
exception of Norwegian
Peoples Aid (NPA), which is
working near the Dalmatian
coast and is funded by Norway,
only Croatian companies are
allowed to work in me country.
One result of this is that
demining in Croatia is more or
less commercialized. Under
these circumstances, some
donors are not allowed to 1 The mine problem in Croatia.
spend money for demining
projects under their legal obi igations.
TI1e scope ofCROMAC's tasks includes:
The next important step will be to
• Collecting information on minestart with technical surveys. This method
suspected,
mine-affected, and minewill make it possible to dramaricaliy reduce
cleared
areas
and maintaining a database
me size of mine-suspected areas. On rhe
of
this
information
following day, the group visited two
• Marking and fencing minedemining projects, one near Sisak, the
suspected
areas
other near Karlovac. The site near Sisak
•
Awarding
demining work through
was managed by DOK-ING, where the
public
renders
remote-controlled MV-4 mini flail was
• Performing quality assurance and
in use. While in Karlovac, the RM-KA
control
0 1-operared from an armored vehicle• Conducting MRE
was demonstrated.
• Providing mine victim assistance,
including rehabilitation and reintegration
Mine Action in the
of mine victims
Republic of Croatia
• Researching and developing new
demining
technologies, field testing
On the basis of the latest estimates,
methods
and
techniques
2
made in 2003, 1,630 km are potentially
•
Advocating
the ban on anticontaminated with some 700,000
personnel
landmines
landmines and UXO in the Republic of
CROMAC develops annual
Croatia. Of Croatia's 21 counties, 14 are
demining
proposals and submits them to
mine-suspected. Mined territory spreads
the
government
for approval. After
from the far south up to the eastern part
governmental
approval,
CROMAC,
of rhe country, mostly along rhe former
with
its
regional
offices
in Osijek,
confrontation line. The landmine/UXO
Karlovac
and
Zadar,
is
responsible
for
problem in Croatia is assessed to have a
the
realization
of
the
annual
demining
moderate to high impact and, therefore,
remains a problem (among others) of plan. Subsequently, 27 deminingcompanies

·=

translate mis plan into action. Thus far,
173.62 km 2 have been demined and
handed over to the community. The
mi ne/ UXO victim rate has decreased
fro m a peak of 314 victims per year to
fewer than 30 victims per year. Most
modern methods and technologies are
used for demining and the CROMAC
Centre for Testing Development and
Training works to improve technology
and to develop new procedures in the
demining environment. The center offers
its services (e.g. equipment testing, machine
accreditation, etc.) on a commercial basis.
The maregic goals of Mine Action in me
Republic of Croatia are implementation of
the national mine action program and fulfillment of me obligations of the Ottawa
Treaty, removal of the land mine threat on
Croatian territory by 2010, and establishment ofexpertise, experience, and capacity
in mine action on the international level.
These goals are ambitious bur within reach.
The last country visited was Bosnia
and Herzegovina, on May 22. The first
stop was Biha. The group was welcomed
by the Prime Minister of Una-Sana
C anton, the Head of the Bosnia
H e rzegovina Mine Action Centre
(BHMAC) Regional Office Biha and
the Commander of5•hCorps of the Army
of Federation. After a briefing on mine
action in Bosnia, which focused on the
Biha area, the group visited a demining
project. There, various clearing methods
(mechanical, manual, dogs) were demonstrated in the field.
Supported by the Stabilization Force
(SFOR), the group got rhe chance to
travel in the brand new British army

I
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transport helicopter Medical Emergency
Relief International (MERLIN) and
continued on to Sarajevo. From the air,
three things became clear: the beauty of
the country, the scars of war and the
changeability ofweather conditions in the
area. After touchdown at Sarajevo Airport and transport to the hotel, the group
was led ro the infamous "sniper alley,"
where many memories of the news of that
war were refreshed. A brief visit to the
old parts of Sarajevo afforded a wonderful
view of the beauty of the city, as well as of
its diversity of cultures and religions. A
reception ar rhe UNDP Office, headed
by Mr. Henrik Kolstrup, introduced the
group to the "local actors," among them
members of the Federation's cabinet of
ministers, ambassadors of countries
active in mine action, Commander
SF 0 R and the local representatives from
UNDP, UNMAS,"United Nations International Children's Emergency Fund
(UN!CEF) and various oilier organizations.
The last day of the field mission
starred with a UNDP briefing on the
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.
The group was then welcomed by the
Minister of Civil Affairs, Prof. Serfet
Halilovic, who oversees all demining
activities in Bosnia and Herzegovina
and who, with his deputy Mr. Zoran
Tesanovic, briefed rhe participants on the
specific mine situation in his country. In
speaking with the Minister for Civil
Affairs and the press, Ambassador Braun
acknowledged the demining achievements
of the Bosnian and Herzgovinian
government but at the same time made it
quite clear mat further improvement can
only be achieved
through more
vigorous governmental efforts,
including much
stronger financial engagement
by rhe national
and regional
governments
and authorities.
The trip
ended on Friday
at noon with a
detailed briefing
at BHMAC

headquarters on all aspects of the mine
situation in Bosnia and Herzegovina.

Mine Action in Bosnia and
Herzegovina

---·-----·-· ------------=~-·==':'-Bosnia and Herzegovina has the
largest mine/UXO contamination
problem in Southeastern Europe. More
than 670,000 mines and 650,000
pieces of UXO are spread over an
estimated area of 2,090 km 2 (4.1
percent of Bosnia and Herzegovina
territory) in an estimated 10,000 locations.
Records are available for 60 percent of
the minefields. Demining activities in
Bosnia and Herzegovina began in 1995,
at that rime under the auspices of the
United Nations Mine Action Centre.
In 1998, Entity Coordination
Centres and BHMAC, as the coordinating
body, rook up and continued the
demining tasks. As a legal framework for
demining in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
in February 2002 a new demining law
was adopted. A unique state-level
BHMAC structure and a national annual
demining plan, to be closely monitored
by the Council of Ministers through the
Demining Commission, were created.
Eight regional offices in Tuzla, Sarajevo,
Mostar, Biha, Travnik, Brko, Banja Luka
and Pale carry our rhe BHMAC work in
the cantons. Forty-two governmental and
non -governmental
organizations
(NGOs) and commercial companies are
accredited; 82 mine detection dogs, 32
ground preparation machines and 2,000
continued on page 13

Demining in the Biha-Pocket.
•

21

•

I

The Bosnia and
Herzegovina
mine/UXO
problem.
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Landmines In Europe a the Caucasus

Mme P ob e

Regional Approach: Does
it Present a Value-Added?

acClo n to a grea t ex te nt de pe nds o n
so u n d ma nagem ent skills. UNDP in
partn ership w ith Cranfield University
(UK) have initiated a series of management
training courses for natio nal managers of
mine action p rograms. The fi rst senior
management course funded by ITF took
place from January 2 l-Mard1 I , 2002, at
the 1fain ing Center for C ivil Protection and
Disaster Relief in Ig, Sloven ia. S ixteen
senior manage rs of regional p rograms
from Albania, BiH , Croatia, Macedonia,
Serbia and Montenegro includ in g the
province ofKosovo, Azerbaijan and ITF
atte nded the training. T he course was of
great impo rtance as it was t he first
reg iona lly based co urse of the ser ies
o f UND P M in e Action Se ni or M an ageme n t T r a in i ng p rog ra m s. T h e
pa rri c i pa m s atte ndi ng t he tra ining
course expressed their satisfaction with
the course, which was implemented by
the Centre fOr Management Development and
Training at the Faculty of Eco nomi cs
(CISEF) at the University of Ljubljana.
• A m iddle management course fo r
SE Europe was execu ted at the Facul ty of
Eco nomics, U niversity of Ljubljana from
Decem ber 9, 2002 to February 7, 2003.
Eighteen participants from SE Europe
a t tended the co urse that was aga in
implemented by C ISEF.
ITF is also planning to fimd the execution
ofsuch trainings for the region ofCaucasus.

Regional cooperation in SE Europe
has p roven invaluable in many areas of
mine action, ranging from a technical
type of coopera t ion like idemifying
com mon demining projects on the borders
of neighboring co u ntries, co efforts of
politica l signi ficance in the process of
post-conAict rehabilitation. The cooperation
process was fo rmalized in SEEMACC, in
which ITF has become a focal point. It is
ITF's fi rm belief rhat regionaJ cooperation
has contributed, and will continue to
con tribute even more so in the fu tu re,
to a mo re efficient use of resources fo r
mine action in the region, as well as to
the shari ng of knowledge betwee n rhe
co untries in the area of mine action. A
regional approach can also be seen as a
vehicle for a better utilization of available
resou rces. 'The work done in the scope of
SEEMACC is presemed in the next section
and the lessons learned in this region could
pe rhaps prove in valuable for the other
m ine-contaminated regions in the world.

SEEMACC
Several organizations and initiatives
are active in SE Europe, wh ich all intend
ro assist in so lving the m ine problem in
the region. They are: the United Nations,
th e Intern ational Campaign to Ban
Landmines (ICBL), the Ottawa Convention, the Stability Pact for SE Europe, and
the ITF. SEEMACC was also created as
a regional m ine action experts' initiative.
T he d irectors of n at ional MACs in SE
Europe have expressed their wish for
cooperatio n in mine action in order to
improve the m ine action programs. T heir
intent was shown in the agreement on
the establishment of SEEMACC. Directors
of the Albani an, Croatia n a nd BiH
MACs, as well as the IT F signed the
agreement o n November II, 2000. Later,
on November 30th, 200 1, the agreement
was signed by Montenegro and Yugoslavia
MACs. On February 14th, 2002, the process
was cont in ued when Azerba ijan became
a full member of SEEMACC. T he signatories emphasized the need for cooperation
and support in the following fields:
• Exchange of experience, expertise
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and knowledge in the field of mine action
in SE Eu rope and the field of training
deminers and managing personnel.
• Promotion of the regional approach
in the planning ofdemining programs and
in the fundraising fo r mine action.
• Exchange of information on resting
of rhe new technologies in dem in ing.
• Promotion o f the achievement of
comm on standards and accred itat ion
proced u res in the field of demining in
SE Europe.

SEEMACC Vision
T he SEEMACC vision is to make
SE Europe mine-free by 2010, where the
economical and sociaJ develop ment will
not be impeded by rhe threat of m ines.

SEEMACC Mission
The mission is to develop sustainable
regional programs that will co ntribute to
rh e mine- contaminated cou n tries
developing the capaci ties to dem ine and
return the land to the local populations
and enable economic, agricu ltu ral and
tourism development. The programs are
designed to preven t mine incidents,
rehabilitate mine victims, help national
programs to raise awareness of the m ine
problem, develop new technologies fo r
mi ne detection , reduce m ine-affected
areas, t ra in and ed ucate experts in the
region and raise necessary funds. Assistance
to nat ional programs in deve lop in g
common standards, proced u res and
techniques of demin ing t h rough rhe
introductio n of t he In ternational
Organization fo r Srandarization (ISO)
standards will be based on the experiences
from rhe regio n. Also inc luded in
SEEMAC's m ission is the development of
common resources for trai ning of EOD
and demin ing perso n nel including
managemen t, the resti ng of demi ni ng
tech nologies and the train ing of mine
detect ion dogs (M ODs).

SEEMACC Basic Principles
T he principles are setting the framework for the values and policies that the
mine acrion activities wi ll abide by in SE
Europe. M ine action is p resenting all the
aspects of nationaJ strategy for solving the
m ine problems in each country. The main

goal of mine action is to re-establish the
safe environmen t that will enable the
revitalization, reconstruction and development of rhe comm unities. The basic
humanitarian principles of neutrality
and humanity have to be respected in
solving rhe mine problem so that the
most mine-affected communities are
helped first. T he principle of partnership
includes the cooperation with the Un ited
Nations, especially the UN Mine Action
Service (U NMAS ) and UNDP, the
Geneva Internat ional Center for
Humanitarian Demining (GICHD) and
donors in each p hase of mine action
acrivities in order to integrate expertise,
experience and recomm endations into
mine action of the region.

SEEMA CC Strategic Goals
and Tasks
The strategy involves six strategic
goals in 27 tasks reflecting the needs
expressed in m ine-affected commun ities.
The six goals are listed below (to see the
comp lete list of tas ks, check out the
SEEMAC website at http: //www.seedemining.org/main.hrm and click on the
introduction heading and go to "strategy,"
where the complete SEEMAC strategy
is listed).
1. Retain the donors in SE Europe
2. Develop prioritization methodology
3. Develo p an d ad opt regional
operative standa rds
4. Train personnel in the region
5. I mplement a unified mine
in fo rmat ion system

6. Test new demining tech nologies
and machines

Conclusion
There is significant public and political
awareness of the mine problem and the enormous impact that land mines have on safety,
as well as on the humanitarian, economic
and en vironmental development of SE
Europe. The real victims are civiliansmines impede the rerum of the population
to their homes and prevent the production
of necessary resources, even in the pure areas.
Populations living in mine-contaminated
areas need to see the mine threat reduced.
Then perhaps , the establishment and
maintenance of peace, the reintegration
of refugees and returnees, the rev ira liza ti on and reconstruction ofcommuni ties
and even the economic development of
SE Europe, will soon become a reality.
The regionaJ approach ofSEEMACC
presents an important development in
the cooperation of d1e region and is also
beneficial to solving the mine problem
in the regio n at a faster pace through
exchange of experience, expertise, lessonslearned and regionaJ pooling of resources.
It is aJso promoting post-conflict political
rehabilitation in the region. SEEMAC's
approach can be an example to be followed
in other regions of the world. •
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MASG in the Balkans, continued from page 21
trained dem iners are available. Even
the Bosnia a nd H erzegovina Armed
Forces perform demining tasks. Togerher,
they are capable of dem ining an area of
some 30 km 2 each year. This is quite an
effort, bur, taking into account the overall m ine contaminated area of2,090 km 2,
it will take another 70 years to demine
all ofi r. Therefore, TechnicaJ Surveys (i.e.,
use of one method) are plan ned to begin. If nothing is found, the area will be
released to the locaJ community.
Nevertheless, it will not be possible
for Bosnia and Herzegovina to meet the

rimeline stipulated by the Ottawa Treaty
within 10 years. This is nor the only problem rhe counrry faces in this area. Funding depends, more or less exclusively, on
donor activiry and initiatives; only 10
percent of rhe overall costs of €32 million for 2003 are borne by the so-called
Council of M inisters. For the ensuing
years, a total increase of the demining
budget to €48 million per year is calculated. Funds from the donor community
of up to €38 million per year would be
needed to meet this goaJ. •
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